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Time For Smart Talk Is Over

Sunbeam Trumps Small Appliance Industry With Smart Appliance Debut

BOCA RATON, Fla., January 14 – All the talk about smart homes and the benefits they promise has, until this week, been mostly just that.  Talk.

Not anymore. 

Sunbeam Corporation (NYSE: SOC) will be at the International Housewares 2000 Show to debut its HLT™ (Home Linking Technology™) and a line of smart appliances that network automatically when plugged in, “talk” to each other to coordinate tasks, and work together to deliver an unprecedented level of convenience, performance and safety throughout the house.

The unveiling of nine products in its first wave of HLT™ innovation represents Sunbeam Corporation’s unique ability, and commitment, to deliver unmatched value and benefit through a whole-house approach that recognizes the interconnected needs of consumers’ daily lives.  Production of HLT-Smart™ products is planned to start by the end of 2000. 

Just as important, Sunbeam’s demand for reliable technology at the lowest possible cost will allow consumers to move into the future for about the same price as living in the past.

To focus its efforts on development of this opportunity, Sunbeam Corporation has created a new company – Thalia Products, Inc. (for Thinking and Linking Intelligent Appliances) – to produce smart appliances and services and to license HLT™ to other manufacturers.  In addition to creating the first generation of HLT-Smart™ appliances for Sunbeam Corporation, Thalia also has created three new, Internet-ready Thalia™-branded products for launch at the Housewares Show: the HomeHelper™ Kitchen Console, HandHelper™ Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) and TimeHelper™ Alarm Clock. 

Each of these products will be gateways, or primary controllers, of HLT-Smart™ products in the home – including the six Sunbeam products that will debut this week: a coffeemaker, electric blanket, smoke detector, stand mixer, bathroom scale and blood pressure monitor.
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Importantly, Thalia will offer HLT™ networking capability to the entire industry, quickly making smart technology ubiquitous in American homes regardless of brand.

 “Sunbeam is the only company with appliances and brands that consumers use and trust in virtually every room of the home.  So it’s natural that Sunbeam would lead the industry toward a new era of whole-house connectivity,” said Jerry W. Levin, Chairman and CEO of Sunbeam Corporation.  “We are making it easy, and fun, for consumers to cross a new frontier and discover all the possibilities the future holds.”






The biggest advantage of HLT-Smart™ products is the way they work together:

The Thalia™ TimeHelper™ clock can be used as an every day alarm clock, as well as an entirely new household assistant.  It sends and receives commands to and from other smart products and appliances with HLT™ – such as the new HLT-Smart™ Sunbeam coffeemaker, Sunbeam electric blanket and Sunbeam smoke alarm.  With the TimeHelper™ clock, these products talk to each other automatically, without any special programming or wiring. 

When one of the HLT™ products needs your attention – for example, if you forgot to put water in the kitchen coffeemaker – the TimeHelper™ clock in your bedroom alerts you with a message.  And in the case of an emergency – when an HLT-Smart™ Sunbeam smoke alarm sounds anywhere in the house – the TimeHelper™ alarm sounds at the bedside.  Not only does the Thalia™ TimeHelper™ clock “sound the alarm,” it also displays the location of the active smoke alarm, helping you react appropriately from the first instant.

A modem on the TimeHelper™ clock will enable it to call out to the Internet during the night, so that when you wake up in the morning, you’ll be able to read today’s weather forecast on the clock face, or even read the morning’s news headlines.

“The Thalia™ TimeHelper™ clock is there for little things, such as automatically resetting all of your HLT-Smart™ clocks after a power failure or turning off your electric blanket when the morning alarm sounds,” said John Hamann, President and CEO of Thalia.  “And it’s there for the big things, too, like saving precious seconds in an emergency and giving you more information right away, when you need it most.” 

“And that’s what Thalia™ is all about.  Making a real difference, in ways both small and large, in the lives of our consumers.”
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Other products from Sunbeam Corporation include:

· Thalia™ HomeHelper™ Kitchen Console: This is the first truly new appliance to be introduced to the kitchen in years.  It allows people to communicate with and control 

all HLT-Smart™ appliances in the home from the kitchen, can connect to the Internet with its built-in 56K modem, and has additional memory to store specific information – recipes, schedules, appointments and calendars for the family and more.  This isn’t a fragile computer, though.  It’s a smart appliance, toughened for the kitchen with a simple, water-proof touch-pad that acts like a personal valet, or butler or assistant – or all three at once.

· Thalia™ HandHelper™ PDA: It’s a portable version of the HomeHelper™ console.             It receives shopping lists, daily schedules and coupons electronically from the HomeHelper. Its small size and portability make it perfect for trips to the store (with electronic coupons ready to go).  You can even use it as a cordless phone around the house.


· Sunbeam’s HLT-Smart™ Coffeemaker: When your TimeHelper™ alarm clock goes off in the morning, you’ll have a cup of freshly made, delicious coffee waiting for you the moment you walk in the kitchen.  Why?  Because 10 minutes before the alarm sounded, your TimeHelper™ clock told your Sunbeam HLT-Smart™ coffeemaker to get started on the day.  And if you change your wake-up time on the alarm, the TimeHelper™ clock will make sure the coffeemaker automatically adjusts its schedule to fit yours.  Forget to add water?            No problem, the coffeemaker will let you know before you go to sleep.

· Sunbeam’s HLT-Smart™ Electric Blanket: When the TimeHelper™ alarm clock sounds, the blanket gets the word and shuts off, giving you one less thing to think about.  And at night, the TimeHelper™ clock will turn on the blanket just before you go to bed and set the temperature to exactly what you like. 

· Sunbeam’s HLT-Smart™ Smoke/CO Detector: Most houses have more than one alarm, and one may be in the basement or garage – a long way from the bedroom.  New HLT-Smart™ Sunbeam smoke alarms will automatically tell both the TimeHelper™ clock and HomeHelper™ console whenever they sound, and they will name their location.  And, if its battery is low on power, the HLT-Smart™ smoke alarm will tell the TimeHelper™ clock and the HomeHelper™ console that it’s time for its battery to be replaced.
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· Sunbeam’s HLT-Smart™ Stand Mixer: This mixer has a built-in measuring device, and 

when used in a home with the Thalia™ HomeHelper™ kitchen console, it will automatically measure any ingredient poured into its bowl – no more measuring cups.   Need to change the number of cookies in your favorite recipe?  The Thalia™ HomeHelper™ console and Sunbeam HLT-Smart™ Stand Mixer will do the math.  Running low on flour?  The HLT-Smart™ stand mixer and HomeHelper™ console will add flour to your shopping list, with just the touch of a button.  And you will be able to receive an electronic coupon right in the kitchen and take it to the store with you in the HandHelper™ PDA.

· Sunbeam’s HLT-Smart™ Bathroom Scale: Regular charting of weight gets easier with a smart scale that whispers your weight to the HomeHelper console where an ongoing record is kept for your review.  Four different people in a home can chart their weight based on age, body type, etc., get recipe recommendations if dieting is in order and, if desired, automatically transmit the information to their doctor without having to think about it.         Of course, there’s even a feature that keeps a person’s private data private inside the household.

· Sunbeam’s HLT-Smart™ Blood Pressure Monitor: In the same way the bathroom scale records weight, the Sunbeam HLT-smart™ Blood Pressure Monitor records readings and stores them for review and/or transmits to your doctor’s office.  The days of writing things down and remembering to call the doctor are over with the arrival of this smart HLT™ product from Sunbeam.

There are more HLT-Smart™ appliances already being planned by Sunbeam to follow this initial launch.

“HLT-Smart™ appliances will redefine expectations for all home appliances.  This isn’t ‘future’ talk anymore.  It’s real, and it’s now,” Hamann said.  “The imagination of innovative companies such as Sunbeam will be busy for years to come in meeting the real-life needs of consumers in an entirely new way.”

Thalia™ and Sunbeam HLT-Smart ™ products will begin shipment by the end of 2000.           For more information on Thalia and Sunbeam products, visit www.thaliaproducts.com  and www.sunbeam.com.
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Sunbeam Corporation is a leading consumer products company that designs, manufactures 

and markets, nationally and internationally, a diverse portfolio of consumer products under such brands as Sunbeam®, Oster®, GrillMaster®, Coleman®, Mr. Coffee®, First Alert®, Powermate®,                 Health o meter®, Eastpak® and Campingaz®.
Thalia Products, Inc., Thinking and Linking Intelligent Appliances™, is a new company created by Sunbeam Corporation to produce smart appliances and services and to license HLT™ technology to other manufacturers.
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